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and deceased and their 
historical contributions.  

Students had to memorize a 
script, which included a 
quote from the person, and 
what their contributions to 
society were.  They dressed 
up as their character and all 
of the other grades came 
through to learn about 
them.  

The fifth grade students 
would sit very still in a pose 
and then when someone 
would walk up to hear their 
story they would push a 
button to hear their script. 
Some of the characters 
represented were Amelia 

 

Madison Nanson-White as 
Amelia Earhardt  

5th Grade Students Strike a Pose 
By MADDIE ENGSTROM  

On Friday, January 13th Watch DOGS and the PTA 
sponsored a free breakfast for dads to eat with their kids 
in the GVHE cafeteria. According to Roland Cantu, 
director of Child Nutrition Services, a grand total of 367 
delicious meals were served. School Board Trustee Don 
Hisle was in attendance and said,“It was a great turnout 
with lots of dads, even uncles with their kids”. 
Mrs.Goecke also said,“It was absolutely fabulous to see 
all the dads who came to eat with there kids.”  

Surprisingly, there were so many people our PTA had  

Dads and Students share a 

Special Breakfast 
By NOAH MARUMOTO 

Attendance was beyond expectations, lines were out the door! 

to add extra tables! Nearing 
the end, Mrs. Goecke 
announced how grateful she 
was for all the people who 
came to the event.  

Here is what a few dads had 
to say about why they came 
to Breakfast with Dads. 
Bump Verde said, “It’s the 
one time that I get to come 
eat with my some at school. 

 

This is really cool - normally 
we eat breakfast together 
every morning at home.  So 
this is special.” Colton 
Wardrop, 1st grader added 
that he came, “because I 
want to spend time with my 
Dad.”   John Chandler said 
he came “because it was 
early enough!”  Overall the 
event was a great success. 

Earhart, Princess Diana, 
Abraham Lincoln, Audrey 
Hepburn, and Michael 
Phelps. Each student was 
responsible for memorizing 
facts about the person’s 

 

On January 18, the fifth 
grade hosted a living wax 
museum for the entire 
school representing 
historical figures both living  Miles Coleman as Jackie Robinson 

life, dressing up in 
character, and bringing at 
least one artifact 
representing the person 
including a biographical 
book. 

Amelia Lo as Betsy Ross  

Elijah and 

Isaiah Haws 

sharing a big 

smile with 

their dad. 
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A Letter from the Publisher 

Dear Grandview students, 

When I was in my elementary school, we had a red, yellow, 
and green stoplight in our cafeteria.  The green stoplight 
meant that we could talk freely, the yellow one meant we 
needed to talk more quietly, and the red light meant we had 
to stop talking altogether.  The lights were all held by a 
wooden smiling clown.  I think this was supposed to make 
the lights more fun for us.  

This did not work for me.  I recall seeing the clown holding 
up the red light nearly all the time.  I’m not sure the green 
light ever worked!  

I was frequently in trouble for talking while the red light was 
on.  I would have to miss recess and write a letter to my 
parents explaining what I had done… again! 

You may be wondering why I am sharing this story?  Well, 
the 5th graders in my school published a school newspaper 
each year as a special project, and we could write about 
anything we wanted.  I chose to write an editorial about the 
school clown in the cafeteria. 

An editorial is a story in which you share your opinion.  I 

was very direct in stating my opinion.  I listed all the reasons  
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I did not like that clown and why it was a bad idea for the 
school.  Lunch and recess were the only times during the day 
when we could have fun and talk to our friends.  The more 
we were told not to talk, the more we wanted to talk!  

A few weeks later, our newspaper was published.  All the 
students, teachers, and administrators were eager to read it.   

I suddenly realized, “Oh my goodness, the principal of the 
school will be reading my editorial!  What will she think?  
Will she be angry?!”  

For several days, I kept a cautious eye out for my principal.  
Finally, one day she saw me, and she stopped me right away.  

She said, “Nicole, I read your story.  It was well written, and 
you made a very persuasive argument.  Nice job!”  

Wow! That was not what I expected!  My fear immediately 
turned to pride. 

All these years later I still remember that moment like it was 
yesterday.  I would like for you students of Grandview Hills 
Elementary School to enjoy similar experiences.  I hope you 
enjoy reading this newspaper and learn a bit more about the 
people here and the activities that go on in this school.  
Hopefully many of you will be inspired to contribute to it! 

 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Tomaszewski 

By LEXI TOMASZEWSKI 

Leander ISD  Child Nutrition 
Services hosted Flavor Fest 
2017 on Tuesday, January 24 
at Vandegrift High School, 
giving 14 Grandview Hills 
students the chance to sample 
a variety of potential menu 
items for the 2017-18 school 
year.  Students from Four 
Points Middle School and 
Vandegrift HS also 
participated.  Just after 

 

Grandview Hills Students Sample a 
Variety of New Flavors 

By Lexi Tomaszewski 
 

9:00am, 3rd and 4th grade 
students loaded onto a bus 
to travel over to Vandegrift 
HS. Mrs. Fitz went along 
as their  chaperone. One 
student was heard to say 
“This is the most fun thing 
I’ve done all year!”, as well 
as “This is the best day of 
my life!” Some of the 
foods tested included 
Menchie’s yogurt, curly 
french fries, new fruit  

options, tornados (chicken 
wrapped in bread), chicken 
meatballs, chicken 
sandwiches, and various 
dips for fresh veggies.  Most 
of the food was yummy, 
however students agreed 
that the spicy chicken was 
their least favorite.  Kids 
were left to wonder which 
food options will be 
introduced in the GVHE 
cafeteria next year! 
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Arsh Sharma 
Kindergarten 

 

I want to build a 
Pizza Place out 

of Legos 

Grand Views from You 
What is your Goal for 2017? 

Jayden Caesar 
2nd Grade 

 

I want to learn 
Algebra 

Eli Wheeler 
1st  Grade 

 

To earn a red 
belt in karate  

Camryn Wilson 
4th  Grade 

 

To get 100 
Beanie Boos 

Gus Collins 
5th  Grade 

 

Become 
running back in 

football 

Kelsey Ritter 
2nd Grade 

 

To stop biting 
my nails 

By KAYLA JIMENEZ and 
NICHOLAS MORELAND  

Our principal, Mrs. Goeke is 
new to this school. How 
much do we really know 
about her?  We recently had 
an opportunity to sit down 
with her and learn more. 
Here is an excerpt of our 
interview.  Principal Goecke 
turns out to be a very 
interesting person! 

Q: How long have you been 
a principal?  

A: 27 years in Iowa and ½ 
year in Grandview  

Q: What qualifications did 
you need to become a 
Principal? 

A: I received my B.S. degree 
in Elementary Education 
(Bachelors of Science) and 

 

 

An Interview with Principal Goecke 

a Masters of Educational 
Administration with a 
specialty in Elementary 
Education from Iowa State. 

Q: What do you like about 
being a principal at 
Grandview Hills Elementary? 

A: Grandview Hills is an 
amazing place.  I love that 
the kids here really focus on 
the IB Attitudes and IB 
Profiles.  Kids and teachers 
really dive into learning, and 
one of my favorite parts is 
the exhibitions.  When 
students finish a unit, they 
design a way to show what 
they learned.   

Q: What changes would you 
like to make our school 
better?  

A: The school is already 
outstanding.  One thing I’d 
like to do is get kids more 
outside time.  I think if kids 
run and play at the beginning 
of the day then their brain 
can be ready to learn and 
think so much better.   

Q:  At any point did you 
want to change the way we 
learn at school? 

A: I am still becoming 
acquainted with how you 
learn through the IB Model.   

One part of that model that I 
just love is the way you get to 
learn conceptually. However, 
an area we need to work on 
is writing.  As a whole 
school, we struggle with this 
a bit.  I don’t mean 
penmanship, but rather 
coming up with the ideas, 
formulating an expository 
piece, developing a personal 
narrative and making sure 
that your sentences have the 
proper punctuation and that 
they are grammatically 
correct. 

Q: What are your hobbies 
outside of school? 

A: I love to spend it with my 
grandbabies.  But I also really 
like to ride my horses. 

Q: What is your life long 
passion? 

A: Kids and their 
learning.  The best thing in 
the whole world is when I 
see the light bulb going on in 
a child’s mind. 

Q: Why did you decide to 
move to Texas? 

A: This is where my 
grandkids live.  Before, I was 
18 hours away and would 
only see them 2-3 times a 
year.  Now I get to see them  

 

 

 

 

once and sometimes twice a 
month. 

Q: What has surprised her 
most about Texas or living in 
Texas? 

A:  The traffic around 
Austin.  In Iowa, you 
sometimes never saw 
another car when you were 
driving from place to 
place.  Also, I am still not 
used to everyone saying 
Ya’ll.  Everytime I hear 
someone say it, my radar 
goes off and I think, 
“Wrong! There is no word 
called Ya’ll!” 

Q: If you could meet any 
famous person, who would it 
be and why? 

A: Wow, what a question!  I 
would have to say, Nelson 
Mandela.  He is such an 
inspirational person.  I would 
love an hour with him to ask 
him about his leadership 
abilities and his ability to 
overcome adversity.   

 

Thank you Mrs. Goecke for 
taking time out of your busy 
day to help us get to know 
you better! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Welcome New Students! 

Ethan Brunotte 
2nd Grade 

Ms. Munson’s Class 
Moved here from Beacon 

Falls, CT 
Favorite sport is Soccer 
Has a sister in 4th grade 

 

Jaeza Garcia 
2nd Grade 

Ms. Munson’s Class 
 

Gage Garrison 
5th Grade 

Ms. Schneider’s Class 
 

 

Jaclyn Brunotte 
4th Grade 

Ms. Sigur’s Class 
Moved here from 
Beacon Falls, CT 

 
 

Madiha Anwar 
5th Grade 

Ms. Horning’s Class 
Moved here from 

Portland, OR 
Loves gymnastics! 

 

Makayla Olivarez 
3rd Grade 

Ms. Britt’s Class 
Moved from Corpus 

Christie.  Hobbies include 
gymnastics, dance, 

singing.  She thinks this 
school is amazing! 

 
 

A’Trell Golden 
4th Grade 

Ms. Sigur’s Class 
Moved here from 

Heritage Elementary 
Favorite sport is Soccer 

 

Debani Pacheco 
4th Grade 

Ms. Hindsman’s Class 
Moved from Churchill 

Favorite Sport is Hockey 
and she loves American 

Girl movies 
 

 

Kaia Wilson-Chavez 
4th Grade 

Ms. Sigur’s Class 
Moved from Harmony 

School of Political 
Science & 

Communication 
Loves to dance hip hop.  
Kaia loves to fix things!  
 

Mauricio Sanchez 
Bonet 

3rd Grade 
Ms. Meyer’s Class 
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Welcome New Students! 
These students have joined Grandview Hills since the start of the year during the Fall of 2016.  If you see them in 

the hallway, be sure to stop and say hello!  Students who have joined in 2017 will be highlighted in our next issue!  

Students participate in 
Roving Chef Day 
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Life After School 

By GUILIA GIAMMARIA 

RoadRunner Skate Club is a 
new club this year where 
students learn roller skating 
skills.   

The coordinator is Mrs. 
Tyagi and she said that it was 
all thanks to her children 
Myra and Aryk  who wanted 
to start the club. Mrs. Tyagi 
said her vision was to “teach 
kids to empower each other 
and build each other up.”  
She felt that the skate club 
could be the vehicle to 
achieve that objective. 

28 students participated in 
skating club this year; at least 
two students from each 
grade including 
Kindergarten. 

 

 

Beep Beep... watch out for the 
Roadrunners! 

 

Zoe Hernandez and Benson 
Wells both like to skate fast 
because they say it’s fun. Zoe 
added,  “I want to bring 
skating to the 
Olympics”.  They already 
kind of knew how to skate 
but wanted to get better and 
faster, which is why they 
joined the club. Mrs. Tyagi 
explained how proud she is 
of the skate club members, 
“They fell, they got 
frustrated, they cried and yes, 
they got scared too but they 
ALL did it. No one, not a 
single one quit on me. What 
else can I ask for?” 

Additional sessions of this 
club will be made available 
soon on Fridays in April and 
May.   

 

Wanna Play some Football? 

 

 

be developed in a traditional 
flag football environment, 
such as: run and pass 
blocking techniques, pass 
rush techniques, bump & run 
techniques, and much more! 
Participating in Extreme Flag 
Football greatly reduces the 
potential risk of injury 
associated with full tackle 
football. Extreme Flag 
Football is a NO TACKLE 
league. 

If you’ve tried both of these 
and you’re ready for full 
contact football then you 
should try Pop Warner. This 
is full contact “Real deal” 
football for kids grades K-6. 
The Pop Warner team in the 
Four Points area is the 
Vipers (just like the high 
school). 

Continued on Page 6 

Insights into Student Council 

 

By LEXI TOMASZEWSKI 
and NAIYA LYNN 

 

You might ask, what does 
Student Council do? What is 
their purpose?  How do you get 
into Student Council? Well, we 
went to one of their meetings 
to get answers to all these 
questions. Once you get into 
third grade(or above) you can 
run for Student Council.  Each 
grade (3-5) chooses a girl and a 
boy to represent their class.  
Student council is organised  
 

 

into three groups: World, 
Community, and School. Each 
group has a goal or a focus for 
the year.   The World group is 
planning an International Day 
of Happiness Week for the 
school.  The Community group 
is focusing on stopping pet 
abuse through a fundraiser in 
which they will collect pet beds, 
food and toys.  The School 
group is working on improving 
attendance.  They remind 
students during morning 

Continued on Page 6 

Are you a football fan? Do 
you want to get involved in 
the sport but don’t know 
where to start? Then I’m 
here to help. Here are three 
different ways to jump right 
in and start playing. 

Flag football is a great way to 
start since it teaches you the 
basics of football without the 
dangers of tackling.  There 
are a few places in Austin to 
register including I9 Sports, 
Neighborhood Sorts and 
your local YMCA.  

If you are looking for 
something a bit more 
challenging, and you want to 
evolve your football 
techniques, Extreme Flag 
Football is the place for you. 
Extreme Flag Football 
players develop advanced 
football skills that cannot  

 

By DAVID 

OVERHAUSER  

https://www.nflflag.com/
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Congratulations to all our students who had Perfect 
Attendance in the Fall! 

By Kristen Alex 
 

Is your name on this list?  If it 
is, GREAT JOB!!  If it isn’t, 
you have a chance to be 
recognized too!  What do you 
need to do?  Come to school 
each day you are not sick, be 
here on time, and be ready to 
learn!  We will be recognizing 
students each month who 
have perfect attendance for 
the month.  You can do it!!!   

Attendance Matters 

When you are at school, you 
learn exciting things from 
your teachers and get a chance 
to play with your classmates.  
Did you know that your 
absences today could affect 
how you learn all the way up 
through high school?  Plan for 
your future today.  Be here, be 
on time, and be ready to learn! 

 

3rd Grade 
Holt Birchard 
Mia Craddock 

Ayden Davis-Timmons 
Mariana Diaz 

Giulia Giammaria 
Christian Gonzalez 

Seth Hickman 
Adem Kurteric 

Faith Lonas 
Jazlene Maldonado 
Mariam McKnight 
Audrey Merchant 

Faith Mille 
Osaze Murphy 

Elizabeth Norquay 
Elizabeth Peikert 

Mauricio Sanchez Bonet 
Aydan Todd 

Caden Tolentino 
Matthew Vanston 
Summer Yeakley 
Alexander Yung 

4th Grade 
Kayleigh Arriaga 
Jaclyn Brunotte 
Alissa Dovich 

Christopher Edwards 
Aleksander Garel 
A'Trell Golden 

MaryJane Hernandez 
Parker Holzem 
Theo Johnson 
Collin Luton 

 
 

 
 
 

4th Grade (cont’d) 
Daniel Marcano 
Noah Marumoto 
Ally McDonald 
Grant Nunnery 
Debani Pachego 

Darielle Patterson 
Liliana Pelizzari 

Malachi Pompa-Balbin 
Taelynn Price 

Addison Scantlin 
Emory VanDeWalle 

5th Grade 
Grayson Alex 
Madiha Anwar 
Audrey Boyle 
Brycen Carter 
Miles Coleman 

Maddie Engstrom 
Alexander Farmer 

Gage Garrison 
Alexander Giamona 

Taylor Heimerer 
Kevin Huang 

Dennis Peikert 
Joe Perez 

Cali Peterson 
Bella Porter 

Rowley Rebtoy 
Ava Roman 
Alynah Scott 
Kyleigh Sohrt 
Tyler Welch 
Max Whitney 

Ripley Whitney 

Kindergarten 
Santiago Annas 
John Kurteric 

Rhiannon MacMaster 
Nora McKnight 

Dylan Santos Pinelo 
Kailey Tolentino 

1st Grade 
Serenity Gilson 
Carter Guenther 
Evan Guenther 
Leah Guenther 

Angelo Lee 
Logan McDonald 

Aahan Momin 
Zia Momin 

Gianna Ortiz 
Reese Ritter 

Carlton Robinson 
Lennox Smith 

Aryl Todd 
Colton Wardrop 

2nd Grade 
Asher Abraham 
Giovanni Annas 
Jayden Ceasar 

Brandon Easley 
Jaeza Garcia 
Yasin Hassan 

Kaelob Pompa-Kirkconnell 
Kelsey Ritter 

William VanDeWalle 
Nicolas Verde 

Chase Wonderlin 
 

 
 

Wanna Play, from 5 

 The goals of Pop Warner 
include: 

 Developing proper and 
safe skills in football 

 Teaching the importance 
of teamwork, 
responsibility, discipline,  

 time management, mental 
toughness and fairness 

 Recognizing and awarding 
excellence in academic 
achievement  

 Demonstrating 
sportsmanship  

 Having Fun! 

 

I’ve personally played and 
enjoyed all levels of football 
that we are talking about, and 
I’ve lear ned that no matter 
your skill: beginner, 
intermediate, or advanced, 
there is is always a place for 
you to play football in Texas. 

 

announcements about the 
importance of being in school 
every day. They are even 
working on a jingle that we 
may hear in an upcoming Fly 
High Friday! Vice President 
and President have the added 
responsibility of making 
morning announcements.  

We asked Hudson Ratcliffe 
why he ran for Vice President 
and he said, “Because I 
wanted to make my school a 
better place.  I knew that it 
took a lot of responsibility, 
and I wanted that challenge.” 

If you are interested in joining 
Student Council, Victoria 
Kennedy advises, “It’s a lot of 
work, but if you are ready for a 
lot of hard work, and you have 
the commitment, then you 
should be able to join.  You 
should also learn about the IB 
Attitudes as they really help 
us.  If we don’t practice these, 
then we won’t get as much 
done.” McKenna Kerns added, 
“You’ve got to be dedicated; 
show up to the meetings and 
be ready and willing to go make 
a big difference.” 

Student Council, from 5 

 

Welcome New Students! 
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